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The pickaxe was easily found, and the hole could be
seen in a perpendicular line above the spot where it was
stuck in the sand. Some rock pigeons were already flying
in and out of the narrow opening; they evidently thought
that Granite House had been discovered on purpose for
them. It was the engineer's intention to divide the right
portion of the cavern into several rooms, preceded by an
entrance passage, and to light it by means of five windows
and a door, pierced in the front Pencroft was much
pleased with the five windows, but he could not under-
stand the use of the door, since the passage offered a
natural staircase, through which it would always be easy
to enter Granite House.
"My friend," replied Harding, "if it is easy for us to
reach our dwelling by this passage, it will be equally easy
for others besides us. I mean, on the contrary, to block
up that opening, to seal it hermetically, and, if it is neces-
sary, to completely hide the entrance, by making a dam,
and thus causing the water of the lake to rise.*1
"And how shall we get in ?" asked the sailor,
y" By an outside ladder/' replied Cyrus Harding, "a rope
ladder, which, once drawn up, will render access to our
dwelling impossible."
u But why so many precautions ?" asked Pencroft * As
yet we have seen no dangerous animals. As to our island
being inhabited bf natives, I don't believe it I*